Written by a team of leading international scholars, this Companion is designed to illuminate Shakespeare's works through discussion of the key topics of Shakespeare studies. Twenty-one brand new essays provide lively and authoritative approaches to recent scholarship and criticism for readers keen to expand their knowledge and appreciation of Shakespeare. The book contains stimulating chapters on traditional topics such as Shakespeare's biography and the transmission of his texts. Individual readings of the plays are given in the context of genre as well as through the cultural and historical perspectives of race, sexuality and gender, and politics and religion. Essays
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It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence. Shakespeare may indeed be for all time, but as the times change, so also do our ways of experiencing his poems and plays. The chapters of this volume bear witness to those changes on the page, stage and screen. Written by an international group of Shakespearians (from Britain, the United States, Canada, Holland, New Zealand and South Africa), they offer a distillation of recent scholarship and criticism for readers keen to expand their knowledge and appreciation of Shakespeare.
The chapters cover the traditional categories of Shakespeare studyhis life, times and work -often with an innovative twist. The facts of Shakespeare's life are provided, but with an awareness of how the biographer's imagination is needed to transform those scant facts into a smooth narrative. Shakespeare's times, his historical and cultural context, are discussed with an eye to both the continuities and differences between his past and our present. Six chapters, organized by genre, focus on the works, refl ecting a turn back to literary form and value as well as a heightened sense of their embeddedness in historical discourse. Chapters on Shakespeare's reading habits and writing techniques help account for his singular genius and skill; those on the playhouse and printing house explore the practices by which his works were produced in his own lifetime. During the four centuries since then, Shakespeare's works have retained their force and vitality, as is apparent in the chapters on the transmission of his texts, on the traditions of theatrical performance, on the critical reception of his works and on the appropriations of popular culture. The volume closes with three chapters designed to steer readers through the dynamic developments of the present: an account of Shakespeare's globalization, an overview of today's transformative new technologies and a guide through 
